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MEDICAL  OFFICERS’  ANNUAL  REPORT 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1913. 

:  :  To  the  Chairman  and  T^Ccmbcrs  :  : 

OF  THE 

Long  jdshton  T^ural  ‘ District  Council. 


Long  Ashton,  Bristol, 

February,  ID  14. 

Gentlemen, 

I  beg-  tn-  place  before  you  the  Annual  Report  on  the 
Sanitary  Condition  of  the  District  during  the  year  1914. 

Natural  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  District  : — 

As  re-yards  the  geology  of  the  area  and  the  occupations 
of  the  inhabitants,  the  description  of  these  given  in  the 
Report  for  1910  apply  to  the  year  under  consideration. 

The  Population  at  the  last  census  (1911)  was  10,200. 
The  number  of  houses  iu  the  district,  3,739;  average  in¬ 
habitants  per  house,  4.3. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  District:  — 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

This  was  given  in  detail  in  my  Report  for  1912. 

On  the  whole  it  is  fairly  satisfactory,  the  Bristol  Water 
Y\  orks  Company,  the  Clevedon  Water  Works  Company, 
and  the  Portishead  Water  Works  Company  giving  a  con¬ 
stant  supply  to  a  large  part  of  the  district,  but  their  ser¬ 
vices  require  extension. 

Bishopsworth. — Several  houses  formerly  supplied  by  a 
jxdluted  stream  have  had  the  Bristol  Water  Works  pipe 
service  installed. 
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At  \  atton,  X  ail  sea  and  A\  raxall  several  liouses  pre¬ 
viously  supplied  by  rainwater  have  had  the  Company’s 
water  laid  on. 

The  well  at  t lie  Long  Ashton  Workhouse,  the  water 
of  which  was  proved  by  bacteriological  examination  to  be 
unfit  for  drinking  purposes,  is  no  longer  so  used,  the 
Company’s  water,  previously  used  as  an  auxiliary  supply, 
being  now  alone  used. 

Backwell. — A  sample  of  water  from  a  stream  which 
was  used  for  drinking  after  filtration,  was  examined  and 
found  free  from  evidence  of  harmful  contamination. 

Nailsea. — Water  from  a  well  was  found  polluted,  and 
no  longer  used  for  drinking  purposes. 

Yatton. — Two  samples  were  taken  from  wells,  one  found 
satisfactory,  t lie  other  polluted. 

T V raxall. — One  sample  taken  and  found  satisfactory. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

Long  Ashton. — A  length  of  vsewer  at  Archgrove  has  been 
taken  up  and  re-laid. 

Weston-in-Gordano. — A  length  of  sewer  re-laid. 

Back-well. — The  Council’s  Cesspool  has  been  cleaned 
out,  the  Chainpump  repaired,  and  a  detritus  chamber 
constructed. 

Pill. — A  broken  ventilating  shaft  to  the  collecting 
chamber  at  Marine  Parade  lias  been  replaced. 

Bishopszvor/h. — The  Whitchurch  Rood  sewer  which 
became  blocked,  was  cleaned  out.  The  slopwater  filter  in 
the  field  near  Grange  Road  has  been  fenced. 

Walton. — xV  piece  of  new  sewer  was  laid  at  \\  alton 
Park. 

West  Town. — The  drainage  from  several  houses  which 
previously  found  its  way  into  cattle  drinking  pools  has 
been  intercepted  by  a  cesspool. 

The  drainage  system  and  sewage  farm  at  Long  Ashton 
is  working  satisfactorily,  as  is  the  sewage  disposal  works 
at  Rucklands  Estate,  Nailsea. 
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SCAVENGING. 

Periodical  removal  of  refuse,  twice  a  week,  under  con¬ 
tract,  lias  been  continued  at  Pill  during  the  past  rear. 

Throughout  the  rest  of  the  district  refuse  is  thrown 
upon  the  land  and  gardens. 

The  nuisance  caused  by  a  rubbish  tip  near  some 
cottages  at  Xorth  Weston  lias  been  somewhat  abated  by 
removal  of  the  tip  to  a  greater  distance. 

Complaints  have  been  made  of  tbe  disposal  of  refuse 
at  Bii’dwell  Cottages,  Long  Ashton.  This  matter  is  still 
under  consideration. 

SANITARY  INSPECTIONS. 

A  tabulated  report  of  the  number  of  premises  visited, 
the  defects  discovered,  and  the  action  taken,  is  included  in 
this  Report. 

There  are  no  common  lodging-houses,  cellar  dwellings, 
or  offensive  trades  in  the  district. 

SCHOOLS. 

Exclusion  of  children  suffering  from  infectious  disease 
is  carried  out  in  conjunction  with  the  School  Medical 
Officer.  Notices  are  sent  to  the  school  attended  by  any 
case  of  infectious  disease  requiring  exslusion  of  the  patient 
aud  of  other  children  from  the  same  house  until  disinfec¬ 
tion  has  been  carried  out. 

No  School  has  been  closed  by  the  District  Council 
during  the  year. 

The  Sanitary  condition  of  the  Schools  in  the  District 
is  on  the  whole  satisfactory. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

This  is  generally  satisfactory. 

There  are  registered:  Cowkeepers,  IDS;  Oowkeepers 
■and  Retailers,  10;  Purveyors  of  milk,  7;  Total,  120. 

There  have  been  004  visits  of  inspection  to  dairies,  etc. 

A  good  many  farms  still  require  improvement,  but 
•every  year  a  considerable  advance  is  made  both  in  structure 
and  in  methods  of  milking. 
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A  new  cowshed  lias  been  built  at  Portbury.  im¬ 
provements  have  been  carried  out  on  farms  at  Clapton, 
Wraxall,  and  Flax  Bourdon. 

Fifteen  notifications  have  been  received  in  accordance 
with  the  Tuberculosis  Order  of  1913. 

OTHER  FOODS. 

Slaughter-houses. — Of  these  there  are  11  in  the  district. 
There  is  no  registration  of  them  in  force.  Bye-laws  for 
slaughter-houses  only  apply  to  five  parishes,  effecting 
thre e  s  1  augh ter  houses. 

All  have  been  inspected  on  several  occasions  during 
the  year. 

No  Tuberculous  meat  has  been  discovered. 

The  slaughter-house  at  West  Town  has  been  closed, 
and  new  premises  built  on  suitable  ground  and  connected 
with  a  sewer.  If  well  kept  it  should  be  satisfactory  in 
every  way. 

The  slaughter-house  at  Kenn  has  not  been  put  into 
a  satisfactory  condition,  and  its  use  is  still  discontinued. 

Cleanliness  in  several  of  the  slaughter-houses  is  still 
required. 

Bakehouses. — 21  in  number,  have  all  been  inspected 
and  .found  satisfactory. 

STATISTICS. 

Area  of  District,  47.G99  acres  (exclusive  of  area  covered 
by  water). 

Population  (Census  1911),  10,200. 

Population  (estimated  to  middle  of  1913),  1G.31-). 

Inhabited  houses  (Census  1911),  3,739. 

Average  number  of  inhabitants  per  house,  4.3. 

Rates,  1913:— 

Death  rate  (corrected)  ...  9. S3 

Birth  rate  ...  ...  •••  •••  IS. 33 

Infant  Mortality  rate  ...  ...  •••  53.3 

The  Deaths  occurring  during  the  year  were  185  com¬ 
pared  with  220  in  1912. 
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In  the  Long  Ashton  District,  including 

the  Workhouse  (30)  ...  89  were'  registered 

St.  George’s  District  ...  48  ,,  ,, 

Yatton  District  ...  ...  58  ,,  ,, 

The  Death  rates  up  to  1912  have  been  calculated  on  a 
lower  population  than  the  Census  o4  1911  shows  to  have 
been  actually  the  fact.  They  were  thus  too  high.  They 
were  18.89  in  1912.  14.07  in  1911.  11.09  in  1910.  11.54 
in  1909.  14.21  in  1907.  and  11.98  in  1900. 

The  Births  registered  in  1918  were  299,  omitting  two 
Births  in  the  District  belonging  to  other  Districts,  and  one 
outside  the  District  belonging  to  it  (transferable  Births), 
making  800,  as  against  801  in  1912,  806  in  1911,  840  m 
1910.  878  in  1909.  807  in  1908.  and  885  in  1907. 

THE  BIRTHS. 

The  Birth  rate  is  18.82  per  1,000  of  the  population, 
the  lowest  of  any  during  the  last  10  years. 

Epidemic  Disease  caused  five  Deaths,  giving  an 
Epidemic  Disease  rate  of  .808. 

The  Deaths  from  Zymotic  Disease  were:  — 

Enteric  Fever  ...  ...  ...  1 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  1 

Influenza  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 
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INFANT  MORTALITY. 

Sixteen  Deaths  occurred  of  children  under  one  year 
of  age,  as  against  28  in  1912.  Premature  Birth,  4;  Pneu¬ 
monia,  8 ;  Bronchitis.  2;  Measles,  1  ;  other  causes,  0. 

Appended  to  this  Report  are  the  Tables  I.,  II.,  III., 
and  IV.,  required  by  the  Local  Government  Board. 

Table  I.  shows  the  populations,  birth  rates,  death  rates, 
infant  mortality  rates,  deaths  of  inhabitants  dying  outside 
the  district,  and  other  information  for  the  years  1908  to 
1918. 
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Table  II.  shows  the  number  and  character  of  cases  of 
infectious  disease,  including  Phthisis  and  Cerebro  Spinal 
Meningitis,  notified  during  the  year. 

Table  III.  is  a  table  of  deaths  from  all  causes,  classi¬ 
fied  according  to  diseases  and  ages  at  death. 

Table  IY.  is  a  table  which  deals  with  infant  mortality 
under  one  year,  and  states  the  caiises  of  death  by  weeks 
and  months  up  to  one  year. 

EPIDEMIC  DISEASE. 

Notifications : — Diphtheria,  13  ;  Erysipelas,  5;  Scarlet 
Fever,  57;  Enteric  Fever,  2;  Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis, 
3 ;  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  50 ;  other  form  of  Tuber¬ 
culosis,  11.  Total,  141. 

The  total  number  of  cases,  exclusive  of  Tuberculosis, 
shows  a  considerable  increase  from  that  of  last  year  (80 
as  against  33).  This  is  mainly  due  to  the  prevalence  of 
Scarlet  Fever  throughout  the  year,  necessitating  the  open¬ 
ing'  of  the  Isolation  Hospital  at  Flax  Bourdon. 

Small  Pox. — No  case  notified. 

Scarlet  Fever. — There  was  a  large  increase  in  this 
disease  (57  cases  as  against  nine). 

This  was  due  to  a  large  extent  to  the  severe'  outbreak 
of  Scarlet  Fever  in  Bristol  during  the  year,  many  cases  of 
infection  being  traceable  directly  to  infection  there. 

A  large  number  of  the  cases  (25)  was  notified  from 
Nailsea  and  the  adjoining  part  of  Wraxall,  its  continuance 
there  being  probably  due  to  the  mild  type  of  the  disease 
leading  to  undetected  cases  spreading  the  infection.  The 
increased  facilities  for  access  to  Bristol  offered  by  lines  of 
Motor  Buses,  etc.,  also  probably  led  to  many  patients  con¬ 
tracting  the  disease  in  Bristol  itself. 

The  Isolation  Hospital  at  Flax  Bourbon  was  opened  on 
December  9th,  and  up  to  the  end  of  the  year  8  cases  had 
been  admitted. 

In  spite  of  the  large  number  of  cases  there  has  been 
no  death  from  Scarlet  Fever  during  the  year. 

A  table  showing  the  cases  in  each  parish,  and  the 
month  in  which  they  occurred,  is  appended. 
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Diphtheria  ami  Membranous  Croup. — 1-!  cases  were  lioii 
fie<l.  There  was  one  death. 

The  oases  were  for  the  most  part  scattered  and  sporadic. 

A  group  of  three  cases  occurring  in  one  house  at 
Bishopsworth  were  removed  to  Ham  Green  Hospital  in 
July  and  August. 

Antitoxin. — Under  the  Antitoxin  Order  of  the  Local 
Government  Hoard  of  the  loth  August,  191th  your  Council 
has  sanctioned  the  provision  of  Antitoxin  gratuitously 
for  use  in  cases  where  the  people  are  too  poor  to  obtain  if 
themselves. 

The  usual  arrangement  is  that  the  medical  man  in 
attendance  provides  the  Antitoxin,  sending  in  an  account 
for  the  same  to  your  Council. 

Typhus  Fever. —  No  case  notified. 

Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever. — Two  cases  were  notified. 
Isolation  and  disinfection  were  successfully  carried  out  in 
each  case.  There  was  one  death  from  this  disease. 

Continued  Fever. — Xo  case. 

Puerperal  Fever. — Xo  case. 

Erysipelas. — 5  cases  were  notified  as  against  l(i  cases 
last  year. 

Anterior  Poliomyelitis  is  notifiable. — Xo  cases. 

Influenza. — Two  deaths  were  notified. 

Ccrcbro  Spina!  Meningitis. — Three  cases  of  this  disease 
were  notified.  All  died. 

(i.)  A  boy,  •>  years  old.  was  taken  ill  with  delirium  and 
convulsions,  and  died  in  22  hours  from  onset.  Xo  removal 
to  Hospital  or  pathological  confirmation  possible. 

(ii.)  A  male,  15  years  old.  Taken  ill  with  enlarged 
paroted  glands,  followed  by  meningeal  symptoms,  v  it  h  high 
temperature  and  a  petechial  rash.  Died  in  three  days.  Xo 
removal  to  hospital  or  pathological  confirmation  of 
di  a  gliosis. 

(iii.)  A  female,  IN  years  old.  Ill  for  three  weeas. 
with  meningeal  symptoms.  Xo  confirmation  of  diagnosis 
or  removal  to  Hospital. 
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In  each  of  these  cases  disinfection  of  the  house  was 
carried  out,  and  contacts  kept  under  obervation. 

PHTHISIS. 

Fifty  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  eleven 
cases  of  other  forms  of  Tuberculous  disease  were  notified. 

All  cases  of  Tuberculosis,  whether  pulmonary  or  other¬ 
wise,  are  now  compulsorily  notifiable. 

All  cases  of  primary  notifications  are  visited  by  the 
County  Council  Health  Visitor,  who  forwards'  a  report  to 
the  Local  Sanitary  Authority.  Any  cases,  where  necessary, 
are  then  visited  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  measures 
taken  to  ensure  the  rectification  of  any  defects  found  in  the 
dwelling's  or  surroundings. 

Contacts  are  examined  at  the  Tuberculosis  Dispensary. 

After  death,  or  removal  to  a  shelter  or  elsewhere,  dis¬ 
infection  of  rooms  occupied  by  u  patient  is  carried  out  by- 
spraying  with  Izal. 

There  is  no  steam  disinfector  in  the  district. 

HOUSING  AND  TOWN  PLANNING  ACT. 

Included  with  this  Deport  is  a  Table  A,  giving  partic¬ 
ulars  of  houses  inspected  during  the  year. 

From  it  will  be  seen  that  in  200  out  of  the  005  in¬ 
spected  some  defect  was  found. 

In  24  oases  the  houses  were  found  unfit  for  habitation, 
reported  to  your  Council,  and  closing  orders  issued. 

I  regret  to  say  that  none  of  these  houses  have  so  far 
been  put  in  a  satisfactory  condition,  although  in  case  of 
18  of  them  attempts  are  being  made  to  make  them  habitable. 
A  ccommodation .  — 

Bishopsworth — There  is  a  shortage  of  bouses,  chiefly 
owing  to'  the  near  neighbourhood  of  Bristol.  II  is  impos¬ 
sible  to  say  how  many  houses  are  required,  as  there  is  no 
doubt  that,  however  many  be  constructed,  they  will  he  at 
once  occupied  by  workmen  from  Bristol. 

Easton-in-Gordano  and  Pill — Here  there  is  a  decided 
shortage. 


There  are  over  20  houses  on  'I  lie  verge  of  over  crowding, 
and  substitutes  for  these  should  he  found. 

Long  Ashton — A  shortage,  but  building  is  going  on 
at  a  fair  rate. 

An  approximate  estimate  of  new  houses  for  the  work¬ 
ing  classes  erected  during  the  year,  or  in  course  of  erection, 
is : — 


Easton-in-Gordano 

1 

Wraxall  . 

4 

Walton  in-Gordano 

o 

Weston-in-Gordano 

1 

West  Town  and  Backwell  ... 

5 

Clapton 

1 

14 

An  accurate  return  under  this  heading 

is  difficult 

owing  to  the  fact  that  building  bye-laws  are  in  force  in 
seven  parishes  only,  viz.  : — Bishops  worth.  Easton-in- 
Gordano.  Xailsea,  North  Weston,  Walton  Park,  and 
Yatton. 

They  should  be  extended  to  cover  the  whole  district. 

The  accommodation  required  in  building  new  cottages, 
generally  speaking,  is  comprised  in  the  following  require¬ 
ments: — They  should  contain  at  least  three  bedrooms. 
The  existence  of.  houses  with  two  or  less  bedrooms  leads  to 
much  moral  overcrowding,  and  unfortunately  the  people 
with  large  families  are  less  able  to  pay  the  higher  rent 
commanded  by  houses  with  sufficient  accommodation.  In 
bedrooms  space  should  be  provided  for  double  beds.  Two 
of  the  bedrooms  at  least  should  have  fire  places. 

Seven  hundred  cubic  feet  is  absolutely  the  smallest 
cubic  content  that  should  be  allowed  for  any  bedroom  in 
which  two  persons  may  sleep. 

The  entrance  door  to  the  house  should  have  either  an 
inside  or  an  outside  portch. 

For  the  sake  of  economy  in  building  the  kitchen  and 
living  room  may  be  combined,  as  in  most  cottages  having 
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two  separate  living1  rooms  one  is  often  kept  shut  up  and 
practically  wasted. 

The  E  C.  or  W.C.  should  have  a  door  to  the  outside. 
In  exposed  positions  or  when  bricks  of  poor  quality 
are  used,  the  outside  walls  should  be  rough  cast. 


During  the  year  a  local  Government  Hoard  Inspector 
made  a  tour  of  the  district  and  inspected  a  large  number  of 
houses,  accompanied  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  myself. 

Appended  is  a  letter  from  the  Local  Government  Hoard 
arising  from  his  report. 


Local  Government  Hoard. 

Whitehall,  S.W. 


Sir. 


October  Lith.  191-L 


I  am  directed  by  the  Local  Government  Hoard  to  state 
that,  they  have  had  under  consideration  the  report  mane 
by  their  Inspector,  Mr.  H.  S.  Stewart,  after  his  recent 
visit  for  the  purpose  of  investigating  the  housing  condi¬ 
tions  in  the  Rural  District  of  Long  Ashton. 


The  Hoard  gather  from  their  Inspector's  Report  that 
in  nearly  every  part  of  the  Rural  District  there  are  un¬ 
satisfactory  houses  which  should  be  dealt  with  by  the 
District  Council,  either  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  or 
under  the  Housing  Acts,  and  that  these  houses  include 
a  number  which  should  be  considered  from  the  point 
of  view  of  action  under  section  IT  of  Housing,  Town  Plan¬ 
ning  Act,  1909.  The  inspection  under  and  for  the  purposes 
of  section  17  (1)  of  the  Act  of  1909  and  the  Housing  (In¬ 
spection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910,  should  be  energeti¬ 
cally  followed  up,  and  the  Hoard  trust  that  future  Reports 
of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  will  contain  evidence  of 
a  great  improvement  as  a  result  of  action  by  the  District 
Council  in  this  direction. 


It  appears  to  the  Hoard,  upon  the  information  con¬ 
tained  in  their  Inspector’s  Report,  that  the  village  of  Pill 
requires  the  immediate  and  serious  attention  of  the  Council. 
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The  Inspector  reports  numerous  instances  of  defective 
houses  here,  and  (lie  housing*  conditions  of  the  village 
generally  appear  to  be  very  unsatisfactory.  The  Board 
understand  that  the  Council  would  be  exceptionally  ham¬ 
pered  in  dealing  adequately  with  the  detective  houses  by 
the  absence  of  suitable  working-class  accommodation  for 
persons  who  might  be  displaced. 

Private  enterprise  does  not  seem  likely  to  provide 
such  accommodation,  and  the  circumstances  of  this  village 
seem  to  suggest  that  the  case  is  one  in  which  the  Council 
should  resort  to  their  powers  under  Part  III.  of  the  Hous¬ 
ing*  of  the  Working*  Classes  Act,  1890,  and  themselves 
prepare  and  submit  to  the  Board  at  an  early  date  a  scheme 
for  making  provision  for  the  erection  of  working-class 
dwellings  in  the  village.  The  Board  are  advised  that  it 
should  he  possible  to  erect  houses  in  the  village  to  let  at 
rents  which  should  render  the  scheme  self-supporting,  or 
nearly  ski. 

A  copy  of  a  memorandum  which  lias  recently  been 
issued  by  the  Board  with  regard  to  the  provision  and 
arrangement  of  working-class  dwellings  is  enclosed. 

I  am  to  request  that  the  Board  may  be  informed  at 
an  early  date  as  to  the  action  which  the  District  Council 
propose  to  take  in  the  matters  referred  to. 

I  am.  Sir. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

NOEL  T.  KER  SHALL, 

Assist  a nt  S ecreta ry . 

Local  Government  Board  Inquiries  in  the  District 
during  the*  year : — 

Idle  inspection  of  the  housing*  in  the  District  by  a  Local 
Government  Board  Inspector  is  given  under  the  heading 
Housing  and  Town  Planning*  Act  of  this  Report. 

Certain  sections  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment 
Act,  1907.  were  adopted  by  the  District  Council  during 
the  year,  but  the  matter  is,  at  the  time  of  writing*  this 
Report,  still  under  the  consideration  of  the  Local  Govern¬ 
ment  Board. 
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MATTERS  REQUIRING  ATTENTION. 

Isolation  Hospital. — This  Hospital,  which  is  onlv 
opened 'during  an  epidemic  needs  systematic  attention  when 
closed  to  keep  it  in  repair. 

On  opening  it  in  December,  it  having  been  closed  for 
the  last  four  years,  as  might  be  expected,  numerous  defects 
were  found,  which  it  was  impossible  to  remedy  at  short 
notice. 

In  addition,  the  building  itself  is  suffering  from  dis¬ 
repair.  A  very  little  attention  from  time  to  time  would 
keep  it  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 

Inspector  of  Nuisances. — The  amount  of  work  now  re¬ 
quired  from  this  officer  is  out  of  proportion  to  the  powers 
of  one  man  to  carry  out  effectively,  and  this  has  been  par¬ 
ticularly  apparent  during  the  last  year  owing  to  the  pre¬ 
valence  of  infectious  illness. 

It  seems  advisable  that  your  Council  should  seriously 
consider  the  advisability  of  relieving  him  of  some  of  the 
routine  work,  and  thus  give  him  more  time  for  carrying- 
out  the  skilled  portion  of  his  duties. 

1  should  like  here  to  acknowledge  his  able  and  un¬ 
grudging  assistance,  and  to  acknowledge  also  my  obliga¬ 
tion  to  the  medical  men  of  the  district  for  their  readiness 
to  help  me  with  information  and  in  other  ways. 

1  remain,  gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


R.  A.  FULLER. 
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TABLE  II. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1913. 

LONG  ASHTON  RURAL  DISTRICT. 
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Nett  Births  in  the  year — legitimate,  289  ;  illegitimate,  11. 

Nett  Deaths  in  the  year — legitimate  infants,  13  :  illegitimate  infants,  £ 
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TABLE  A. 

House  Inspection  made  during  the  year  1913. 
LONG  ASHTON  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


No.  of  dwelling  houses  in¬ 
spected  under  and  for  the  pur¬ 
poses  of  Section  1 7  of  the 
Housing  Town  Planning,  etc., 
Act,  1909  . , 

33o 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  which 
on  inspection  were  considered  to 
be  in  a  state  so  dangerous  or  in¬ 
jurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation 

24 

No.  of  representations  made 
to  the  local  authority  with  a  view 
to  making  closing  orders 

24 

No.  of  closing  orders  made 

24 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  the  de¬ 
fects  in  which  were  remedied 
without  the  making  of  closing 
orders 

47 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  which, 
after  the  making  of  closing 
orders,  were  put  in  a  fit  state  for 
human  'habitation  ... 

None  of  the  above. 

General  character  of  the  de¬ 
fects  found  to  exist. 

Overcrowding,  inefficient  ven¬ 
tilation  ;  filthy  houses  and  damp¬ 
ness  ;  unsatisfactory  disposal  of 
house  refuse ;  insufficient  water 
used  with  hand-flushed  w.c.’s. 

Other  information  and  parti¬ 
culars  considered  desirable  in  re¬ 
gard  to  the  work  of  inspection 
under  Section  17.  Housing  Town 
Planning,  etc.,  Act,  1909. 

Of  the  335  houses  inspected  75 
were  found  satisfactory ;  260  de¬ 
fective,  of  which  213  still  require 
to  he  put  in  satisfactory  condi¬ 
tion  . 

Of  the  24  houses  closed  attempts 
will  be  made  to  make  IS  of  them 
habitable.  They  are  situate  at 
Bishops  worth.  11;  Easton  -  in  - 
Gordano,  9;  Yatton,  4. 

House  Inspections  made  during  year  1913  in  12  Parishes. 
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HOUSING. 


1.  Sanitary  District 

Long  Ashton  Rural 

2.  New  Houses  erected  during  1913  .. 

18  (bye-law  parishes) 

7  parishes  out  of  21 

3.  Number  of  Houses  inspected  during  1913, 

under  the  Housing  Act,  190'J.  (This  must 
not  include  re  -  inspections  of  houses 

previously  inspected) 

335 

4.  Results  of  inspections  of  the  fresh  houses 

inspected  during  1913,  classified  as 
follows  : 

(«)  Number  reported  as  unfit  for  human 

habitation 

24 

(6)  Number  defective,  but  with  defects  not 

sufficient  to  report  as  unfit  for  habitation . . 

23G 

(c)  Number  without  recorded  sanitary  defects 

75 

Note — (a),  ( b )  and  (c)  must,  of  course,  add 
up  to  the  figures  given  in  (3). 

5.  Action  taken  and  results  in  regard  to  houses 

For  houses  reported  during: 

reportrd  as  unfit  during  1912  and  1913, 
as  follows : 

1912 

...  ^ 

*9 13 

Number  so  reported 

12 

24 

Closing  Order  made 

12 

24 

Made  fit  without  a  Closing  Order 

none 

none 

Still  unfit,  but  no  Closing  Order  made 

none 

none 

Demolished 

none 

none 

Put  in  repair  after  Closing  Order. . 

10 

none 

Still  closed  at  end  of  1913 

2 

24 

6.  Action  taken  with  regard  to  defective  houses, 

For  houses  first  examined 

but  not  sufficient  to  report  as  unfit,  as 

during- 

follows  : 

Number  so  examined 

Number  with  the  defects  remedied  by  the 

1912 

134 

l9'3 

263 

end  of  1913 

134 

27 

Number  still  defective  at  end  of  1913 
Number  not  yet  visited  to  ascertain  if 

none 

209 

defects  are  remedied 

none 

none 

7.  Cases  of  overcrowding  dealt  with  during 

the  year 

Yatton  1, 

Easton-in- 

Gordano2,  Bishops- 

worth  2— 

-5 

8.  Parishes  in  which  there  is  evidence  of  short- 

age  of  houses,  and  steps  taken  to  remedy. . 

See  Section  of  Re- 

port  or 

Housing 

and  Town  Plan- 

ning  Act 

R.  A.  FULLER,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Long  Ashton 
Rural  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  haiwl  you  my  lteport  for  the  past  year. 

Infectious  Diseases. — There  have  been  GO  cases  of  Scarlet 
Fever.  11  cases  of  Diphtheria.  •>  fatal  cases  of  Cerobro 
Spinal  Meningitis.  2  cases  of  Typhoid,  and  GT  cases  of 
Tuberculosis.  1  ’>  of  which  were  fatal,  brought  to  my  notice. 
Fumigation,  or  spraying,  has  been  carried  out.  On  9th 
December  the  Isolation  Hospital  was  opened  to  receive 
Scarlet  Fever  cases.  I  ndor  the  directions  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  1  superintended  the  removal  of  the 
patients,  and  on  occasions  accompanied  them  to  the  Hos¬ 
pital.  but  they  were  usually  accompanied  by  one  of  the 
Hospital  Nurses. 

As  regards  Tuberculosis  the  Lady  Health  Visitor  em¬ 
ployed  by  the  Somerset  County  Council  visits  the  cases 
notified.  Where  a  patient  dies  or  is  removed  either  to  a 
Sanatorium  or  a  Shelter  I  spray  the  room  vacated  by  the 
patient.  When  the  Shelter  becomes  vacant  either  through 
death  or  removal  of  patient,  this  is  sprayed.  Since  duly, 
1910,  in  consequence  of  Dr.  Savage’s  remark  that  Formalin 
fumigation  was  ineffectual  in  destroying  the  Bacilli  Tuber 
ole,  I  have  used  Izal  for  spraying,  first  with  a  garden 
syringe,  and  latterly  with  Mackenzie  spray.  This  entails  a 
considerable  amount  of  work  and  appears  to  increase  rather 
than  otherwise.  The  defects  seen  in  dwellings  occupied  by 
Tuberculosis  cases  are  noted,  and  the  owners  of  the  houses 
have  their  attention  called  to  these  defects  with  a  request 
that  they  should  remedy  them.  This  generally  has  the 
desired  effect,  although  there  are  still  some  places  that 
have  not  yet  been  attended  to. 

On  occasions  1  have  been  directed  to  make  enquiries 
relating  to  cases  of  Whooping  Cough,  Measles  and  Mumps 
in  connection  with  school  children,  with  the  object  of 
checking  these  diseases. 

These  diseases  are  not  compulsorily  notifiable. 
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Water  Supply. — In  the  lie  port  for  1012,  the  result  of 
t lie  bacteriological  examination  of  the  well  at  Long-  Ashton 
that  was  being  made  at  the  beginning'  of  this  year  (101;5) 
proved  that  the  water  was  not  fit  for  drinking-  purposes 
without  being  boiled.  This  well  is  at  the  Long-  Ashton 
Workhouse.  There  are  two  supplies,  the  well  in  question 
and  the  Bristol  Water  Company’s  supply.  From  both 
sources  the  water  was  distributed  from  an  overhead  tank, 
the  Company’s  being  an  auxiliary  supply.  In  consequence 
of  the  examination  of  the  well  wafer  it  was  suggested  that 
pipes  should  be  laid  to  convenient  places  to  supply  drink¬ 
ing-  water  from  the-  Company’s  main  before  it  reached  the 
tank  where  it  was  mixed  with  the  well  water.  The  well 
water  to  be  used  for  all  other  purposes.  This  course  was 
adopted  by  the  Guardians.  The  result  of  the  examination 
of  the  filtered  sample  of  water  from  the  stream  at  Back  well 
was  that  there  was  no  evidence  of  harmful  contamination. 
It  was  a  Pasteur  Chamerland  Filter. 

Samples  of  water  were  taken  and  sent  to  the  County 
Public  Health  Laboratory  for  bacteriological  examination 
from  one  well  at  A  ail  sea,  one  at  Wraxall  and  two  aCYatton. 

The  water  from  the  well  at  Nail  sea,  was  pronounced 
to  be  unfit  for  drinking  purposes.  This  well  is  not  used 
for  drinking  purposes.  The  water  from  the  well  at 
Wraxall  was  reported  to  be  fit  for  drinking  purposes.  The 
sample  from  one  of  the  wells  at  Yatton  was  reported  to  be 
unfit  for  drinking*  purposes.  The1  water  from  this  well  is 
not  used  for  drinking  purposes.  The  water  from  the  other 
well  was  reported  to  be  satisfactory.  The  Local  Govern¬ 
ment  Board  wrote  for  further  particulars  as  to  water  supply, 
and  this  was  furnished  them. 

This  District  as  an  whole  is  well  supplied  with  water. 

Slaughter-houses. — There  are  11  slaughter  houses  in  the 
District.  After  considerable  trouble  the  slaughter-house 
at  West  Town  has  been  abolished  and  a  new  one  built  at 
Farlcigh  about  a  mile  away.  If  is  built  on  a  suitable  site, 
connected  with  the  Farleigh  sewer,  and  should  be  a  model 


for  a  rural  slaugliter-house.  It  only  needs  cleanliness  and 
care  for  this  1o  be  an  ideal  slaughter-house. 

The  drainage  arrangements  at  the  slaughter-house  at 
Xailsea  is  unsatisfactory,  but  steps  are  being  taken  to  solve 
this  difficulty.  I  must  say  that  the  trouble  here  is  not 
through  neglect  on  the  part  of  the  occupier.  1  he  nuisance 
is  apparent  in  the  summer,  but  before  the  coming  summer 
this  will  doubtless  be  quite  satisfactory.  The  other 
slaughter-houses  in  the  District  are  in  good  condition,  but 
in  the  future,  in  some  of  them,  1  hope  to  see  more  atten¬ 
tion  paid  to  cleanliness  and  satisfactory  disposal  of  manure 


and  offal  in  all  the  slaughter-houses. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops. — 

Mo.  of  Persons  entered  on  the  Register  ...  •  120 

Xo.  of  Oo'wkeepers  on  the  Register  •••  10d 

Xo.  of  Cowkeepers  and  Retailers  ...  . ..  10 

Xo.  of  Purveyors  of  Milk  ...  •••  7 

Xo.  of  Inspections  made  during  the  year  ...  -T04 


During  the  year  several  farm  premises  have  been  much 
improved  as  regards  sanitary  arrangements. 

It.  will  be  noticed  in  comparison  with  last  year,  there 
is  a  considerable  increase  in  the  number  of  persons  on  tne 
Register.  This  is  due  to  several  persons  carrying  on  their 
business  without  being  registered,  as  also  several  persons 
selling  milk  instead  of  butter-making  as  they  had  previously 
been  doing. 

A  very  good  cowshed  has  been  built  at  Rortbury  which 
I  consider  to  be  one  of  the  best  in  the  district. 

It  is  of  excellent  design  and  a  good  feature  is  the 
excellent  well-stoned  yard.  A  farm  at  Clapton  is  receiving 
attention  and  a  good  improvement  will  be  effected.  Also 
farms  at  \\  raxall  ami  Tlax  Bourbon  are  being  greatly  im¬ 
proved.  There  are  still  many  farms  that  require  consider¬ 
able  structural  improvement,  but  each  year  many  improve¬ 
ments  are  being  effected.  Most  of  the  milk-sellers  in  this 
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district  recognise  the  absolute  necessity  of  cleanliness  con¬ 
nected  witli  milking,  but  unfortunately  I  cannot  say  this 
of  all.  I  here  is  maintained  a  steady  improvement  on  farms 
other  than  milksellers’  premises.  Many  improvements  are 
contemplated  in  respect  to  these  premises  during  the  com¬ 
ing  year. 

Tuberculosis  Order  1912. — In  accordance  with  the  fore¬ 
going,  it  is  set  out  in  the  Order  that  the  Sanitary  Authority 
shall  receive  notice  of  existence  or  suspected  existence  of 
disease.  This  Order  came  in  force  in  May,  1912.  15  noti¬ 
fications  have  been  received  for  the  period  ending  21st 
December,  1912. 

General  Work. — A  considerable  length  of  old  sewer  was 
taken  up  and  relaid  at  Arch  Grove,  Long  Ashton. 

A  piece  of  sewer  was  relaid  at  "VVeston-in-Gordano. 

The  Council’s  Cesspool  at  Farleigh,  Backwell,  was 
full  of  sludge.  Stones  were  found  in  the  Cesspool,  some 
of  which  had  broken  the  chain  of  the.  pump.  The  Cess¬ 
pool  was  cleaned  out,  the  chain  repaired,  and  a  “  detritus 
chamber  built  to  prevent  stones,  etc.,  getting  into  the 
Cesspool. 

The  ventilating  shaft  at  the  “  collecting  chamber  ” 
at  the  end  of  Marine  Parade,  in  connection  with  Pill 
sewer,  was  broken.  This  has  been  replaced.  The  sewer  at 
Whitchurch  Road,  Biskopsworth,  was  blocked.  This  was 
quickly  cleared.  The  slop  water  Filter,  in  the  field  near 
Grange  Road,  Bishopsworth,  has  been  fenced.  The  pipe 
that  supplied  the  Bristol  Company’s  water  to  the  drinking 
fountain  near  the  Jubilee  Lodge  at  Long  Ashton  was  c\it 
off.  A  piece  of  new  sewer  was  laid  at  Walton  Park. 

Bueklands  Batch  Sewage  Disposal  Works. — This  is  work¬ 
ing  entirely  satisfactorily.  A  great  number  of  complaints 
of  a  varied  description  have  been  dealt  with  during  the 
year.  Five  Statutory  Notices  have  been  served. 

New  Buildings. — The  builders  of  this  district  have  been 
busy  although  in  the  seven  Parishes  to  which  the  bye  laws 
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apply  there  have  been  IS  new  houses  built 
against  2b  in  1912: — 

Easton-in-Gordano 
Long-  Ashton 

Nailsea  . 

North  Weston 
Yatton 


this  year  as 


ti 


1 

1 


A  considerable  number  of  houses  have  been  built  in 
other  parishes  of  the  district. 

Other  building's  than  dwelling  houses  include  conver¬ 
sion  of  Friends'  Meeting  House  into  an  undenominational 
school  at  Yatton. 

New  Laboratories  and  Cider  House  for  the  Agricul¬ 
tural  and  Horticultural  B ('search  Station  at  Long  Ashton. 

A  Church  Hall  at  Yatton. 


2  Skittle  Alleys  at  Pill. 

There  have  been  numerous  alterations  and  additions 
to  buildings  of  all  descriptions. 

House  Inspection. — Tabulated  Statement  of  House  In¬ 
spections  have  been  prepared,  which  I  hope  will  suit  the 
requirements  of  your  Council,  the  Local  Government 
board,  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  Dr. 
Fuller.  1  do  not  think  I  need  repeat  any  of  those  figures 
here. 

According  to  the  rate  I  am  at  present  working,  I 
estimate  it  will  take  8  years  to  inspect  the  houses  of  this 
District.  That  is,  ihe  houses  up  to  £‘l(i  per  annum  rental. 

Cntil  October.  1911,  there  has  been  no  house  inspec¬ 
tion  done,  taking  all  things  into  consideration  the  progress 
is  satisfactory. 

On  7th  August,  Mr.  II.  S.  Stewart,  an  Inspector  from 
the  Local  Government  board  visited  the  District  for  the 
purpose  of  investigating  the  housing  conditions  of  the 
District.  Seven  days  were  spent  inspecting  the  District. 
Mr.  Stewart  saw  the  bulk  of  unsatisfactory  houses.  Follow 
ing  the  letter  from  the  Local  Government  board  on  the 
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question  read  at  the  Council  Meeting  on  the  4th  November 
last,  it  was  decided  that  I  should  prepare  a  Report  on 
Easton-in-Gordano  and  obtain  details  relating  in  addition 
to  the  usual  form.  This  is  not  completed. 

As  regards  remarks  on  page  23  of  the  Report  of  the 
County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Somerset  County 
Council  homse-to-house  inspection,  parish  by  parish  is  the 
best  system,  but  in  the  case  of  this  district  there1  would  be 
much  waste  of  time  if  that  system  was  carried  out.  I  may 
be  making  an  inspection  at  another  part  of  the  district  to 
where  the  house-inspection  was  proceeding  some  miles 
away.  1  consider  I  am  making  better  use  of  my  time  by 
taking  a  pocket  full  of  forms  with  me  and  make  use  of 
them  at  the  neighbourhood  I  am  visiting.  Not  many 
whole  days  are  available  for  house-to-house  inspection.  In 
that  case  one  parish  is  followed. 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  T.  H.  HAWKINS  (Asso.  R.  San.  Inst.), 

Inspector  of  Nuisances  and  Bull  din  z  Surveyor. 


March ,  1914. 


Inspector  of  Nuisances*  Summary  of  Inspections  handed  to  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  1913 
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TABLE  VIII. 

LONG  ASHTON  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS,  LAUNDRIES,  WORKPLACES  AND  HOMEWORK. 


1.  INSPECTION. 

Including  Inspection  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Premises. 

(i) 

Number  of 

Inspections, 

(2) 

Written  Notices, 

(3) 

Prosecutions, 

(4) 

Factories  . 

(Including  Factory  Laundries) 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Workshops  ...  ...  ...  . . . 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 

31 

Nil 

Nil 

Workplaces  ...  . . . 

(Other  than  Outworkers’  Premises  included  in  part  3  of 
this  Report) 

Total  ... 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

32 

Nil 

Nil 

2— DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Number  of  Defects. 

Particulars. 

(1) 

Found. 

(2) 

Remedied. 

(3) 

Referred  to 
H.M.  Inspector. 

(4) 

Number  of 
Prosecutions. 

(5) 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts — 

Want  of  Cleanliness  .  . 

Sanitary  Accommodation — 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Insufficient  ...  }  TT  a  a  i  \ 

Unsuitable  or  defective  -  Amendment  Act,  1890,  f 

1 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Not  separate  for  sexes...  )  no^  aci  opted.  f 

Breachof  special  Sanitary  Requirements  for  Bakehouses  (ss.  97  to 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Total  . 

1 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

3.— HOME  WORK. 


OUTWORKERS’  LISTS,  SECTION  107. 

NATURE  OF  WORK. 

1. 

Lists  received  from  Employers. 

Twice  in  the  year. 

Once  in  the  year. 

Lists. 

2. 

Outworkers. 

Lists. 

Outworkers. 

Contractors 

3. 

Workmen. 

Contractors. 

Workmen. 

Wearing  Apparel — 

(1)  making,  &c. 

(2)  cleaning  and  washing  ...  ... 

2 

2 

2 

4-— registered  workshops 


Workshops  on  the  Begister  (s.  131)  at  the  end 
(1) 

of  the  year. 

Number. 

(2) 

Important  classes  of  work¬ 
shops,  such  as  workshop 
bakehouses  may  be  enu¬ 
merated  here. 

^  Makers  of  Hand-made  Wall  Papers . 

Laundry  Work  ... 

Makers  of  Wearing  Apparel  ... 

Bakehouses  (as  used  by  all  Country  Bakers,  in  \ 
Assistant  is  employed) 

Smithy 

Monumental  Mason  . . 

Carpenter... 

Makers  of  Cattle  Medicine  . . 

Total  number  o 

\ 

vhich  the  Baker  and  sometimes  an 

f  Workshops  on  Register  . 

1 

2 

3 

21 

1 

1 

1 

1 

31 

5.-  OTHER  MATTERS. 


Class. 

in 

Number 

(2) 

Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act  (s.  133) . 

Nil 

Action  taken  in  matters  referred  to  by  H.M.  Inspector 
as  remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  bub 

Notified  by  H.M.  Inspector 

1 

not  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act  (s.  5) 

Reports  (of  action  taken)  sent  to  H.M. 

Underground  Bakehouses  (s.  101) : _ 

Inspector 

1 

Certificates  granted  during  the  year  . 

Nil 

In  use  at  the  end  of  the  year 

Nil 

